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THE DUEL—OR SINGLE COMBAT. : 

Several duels have lately taken place in the 
United States, in which respectable young men 
have fallen victims to'the custom from, causes ori- 
ginating in the most wanton levity. This unau- 
thorized waste of human life is a public injury as 
well as a private wrong; and the offenders, if in 
the employment of the nation, ought to be.de- 
graded from office, stripped of their epaulets if 
they have any, and advertised as persons who 
have dishonored their stations and violated the 
moral obligations of society. 

We speak without any personal allusion. But 
is it not monstrous, that so vile and irreligious a 
practice, which originated in a barbarous and su- 
perstitious age, should find, at this enlightened 
day, legislatures that tolerate it, and individuals 
who positively sanction it? 

Our presses teem with productions concerning 
Bible Societies and the propriety of converting 
the Heathen: thousands of dollars are annually 
expended in sending forth missionaries to turn 
the Infidel from the error of his ways: but where 
isthe Heathen or the Infidel who at present 
countenances a vice so gross, so repugnant to the 
laws of nature, so opposite to the dictates of the 


. Gospel, as that of duelling? It is a vice so wholly 


prevalent among Christians, that we seek for it 
among Jews, Mahometans, and Pagans, in vain. 

To what purpose are the cares of parents, the 

instructions of tutors, the accomplishments of cdu- 
cation? The hopes of a family, the support of de- 
clining age, the prospects of female and friendless 
connexions, perhaps, depend upon the future ex- 
ertions of a promising youth. Frail foundation ! 
His life is at the mercy of the first expert rude 
ruffian that chooses to insult him. He falls ; and 
jn one common grave are buried his expected 
services to his country, the consolation of his fa- 
mily, and the happiness of his relatives ! 

In the times in which we live we have no pre- 
tence, except the licentiousness and brutality of 
our passions, for resorting to the duel. Ancient- 
ly, we find, on recurrence to authorities, that 
duels were allowed by the common law where 
proof could not be had. Fleta defines duel to be, 
“ singularis pugna inter dues ad probandam veri- 
tatem itis; et qui vicit, probasse intelligitur.”} 
It was, in its commencement, a legal and judicial 
mode of trial; for the custom, which, as Paterculus 
informs us, came originally from the nations of the 
north of Europe, was founded on this principle, 


which was then generally believed to be orthodex ; 
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namely : that God would give the victory to the in- 
nocent party. There is, however, no such belief 
now : on the contrary, it is very manifest that the 
most amiable, the most intelligent, the most wor- 
thy, commonly fall a sacrifice to the unfeeling 
hardihood of ignorance, to the violence of un- 
bridled passion, or to an unreflecting vanity, which, 
losing sight of the higher attributes of our na- 
ture, seeks for distinction by means of a physical 
and bloody dexterity. 

For a considerable time the duel, as a judicial 
mode of trial, prevailed among the Italians, the 
Germans, the Danes, and the Franks. William 
the conqueror, it is thought, introduced it into 
England ; but he allowed it only in three cases; 
i. e. in the court martial, or court of chivalry and 
honor ; in appeals of felony ; and upon issue join- 
ed ina writ of right; but, in this latter case, 
Henry II. with the consent of the English parlia- 
ment, established the alternative of the grand 
assize. 

The absurdity of the practice, even in those 
dark ages, soon became obvious. As early asthe , 
year 855, duels were condemned by a.council held 
at Valentia; the victor being excommunicated, 
and the victim pronounced unworthy of burial, 
The kings of Denmark abrogated that method of 
proof. Duels were interdicted by several of the 
Popes ; and three or four of the French monarchs, 
particularly Louis XIV. prohibited duelling un- 
der very severe penalties. Thus, we see that 
pious, enlightened, and valiant men, ‘have united 
in condemning the practice. 


But notwithstanding it has been banished from 
modern jurisprudence, the duel has survived, and 
exists, however strange it may seem, upon the 
grounds of its first institution ; if, indeed, it can be 
said to rest upon any grounds at all : for if it does 
not prevail upon the beliefthat God favors the par- 
ty who is in the right, by what opinion is it support- 
ed? And if it appears, as it clearly does, that the 
Almighty does not interpose his omnipotent will 
in such affairs, is not duelling irrational and blas- 
phemous, and ought it not to be entirely abolish- 
ed? Ifthe duel is not an appeal to the judgmegt 
of God, what clse is it? Can it be said, with pro- 
priety, that it is a justifiable manner of redressing 
private insults or personal wrongs? Suppose we 
grant it is so: upon that admission we ask, who 
decides upon the requisite measure of satisfaction ? 
Whj, every man in ‘his own behalf; and thus, 
that impartiality and disinterestedness, which, in 
every other instance, pervade all owr tribunals in 
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matters that affect person or property, is dispens- 
ed with in an affair of life and death ! Could there 
be'a greater inconsistency ? The raw and passion- 
ate boy, the blustering braggadocio from twenty 
to forty, and the cool and calculating duellist of 
every age, are all left to follow the impulse of un- 
governed feeling or malignant envy. 

Does it require great courage to fight a duel? 
We should suppose not. Notorious cowards, it is 
known, will risk the encounter when well prick- 
ed up. Men have been beaten; horsewhipped, 
ridiculed ; and, yet, exasperated at last by a scorn- 
ful hue and cry, have turned upon their antago- 
nists, challenged them, and, according to the rules 
of duelling, have killed them fairly. 

After the abrogation of the duel as a legal 
mode of trial, it was continued if Eutépe “by a 
proud and arrogant nobility, who disdained to be 
controlled by any law but their own will. Some 
modegn gentlemen, or those who would be modern 
gentlemen, ape this audacity. But in a country 
like ours, where the’ laws are paramount, they 
should be taught another lesson. Besides, if the 
custom be proper, it is, under a republican form of 
government, as proper for one man as for another : 
But do we not find that it is a practice appertain- 
ing exclusively to those who assume a certain air 
and consequence in society.? If two chimney- 
sweepers were to refer their quarrel to the event 
of a duel, it would occasion only laughter and 
merriment; and this is a clear proof that it is in no 
wise_ founded in reason ; because, if it were a ra- 
tional mode of deciding disputes, it would be ap- 
plicable to one man as well as to another, what- 
ever might be his profession. The trial by jury 
never excites mirth on account of the meanness 
of the object. It is so just, so appropriate, so well 
founded. in the nature of thing's, that it is impossi- 
blé, im any application of it to haman affairs, to 
turn it into derision. 

That the legislature has a right to prohibit 
duelling by exemplary punishments, cannot. be 
questioned, because it produces a diminution of 
valuable citizens from the republic. What differ- 
ence does it make to the commonwealth whether 
a man consents to be shot, or is shot against his 
will? In either case the ii-dividual is lost to the 
community. if suicide be a criminal act, as good 
men affirm it is, how much more criminal is it that 
one person should take the life of another ? 

When the subject is closely examined, it will be 
found that those are most. inclined to duels who 
have ‘he smallest share of understanding and wit. 
They fail in argument, in repartee, or humor, and 
intrench themselves behine'a pistol. The Athe- 
nians, who were the wittiest people in the world, 


aud whose courage will not be doubted, never re- 
sorted to the duel: the point of honor with them 
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was, who could say the best thing. The Romans, 
brave, enlightened, and judicious, were equally 
strangers to'this modern usage. They sought to 
excel one another in great actions, in the arts and 
— not in single combat, except it was 
against public ertemy.* Indeed, it Tiy be 
safely asserted, that the readier an individual isto 
refer thé determination of his quarrel-to the rei 
sult of'a duel, the greater blockhead he is. There 
are féw insults or injuries in life which may not be 
satisfactorily adjusted and amicably settled by the 
interference and arbitration of honest and rational 
men. 1 

The fair sex have it in their power to do much 
in affairs of this kind. ‘Their frowns would tend 
greatly to put duelling out’of fashion. In truth, 
we do not perceive how any lady of delicacy. or 
sensibility can reconcile it-to herself to take to 
her arms a duellist, who has, by a successfiil'shot, 
probably blasted the hopes of a family or covered 
a widow and children with mourning, and consign- 
ed them to wretchedress and despair. The cou- 
rage of a duellist is not of that kind whichis essen- 
tial to the happiness and protection of women in 
society ; and the females who view it in that light, 
and confide in it, are, in general, wofully deceiv- 
ed. It is the mind that does not yield to difficul- 
ties, the heart that is attuned to soft and benievo- 
lent sensations and yet firm and steady in the pur- 
suit of a virtuous and honorable purpose, that’ 
afford to the sex the blessings of domestic énjoy- 
ments and the pleasures of social intercourse. 
Wise and well tempered men shun thé person 
who carries a dirk by his side or a pistol in his 
pocket, prepared to stab or fire upon the slight. 
est irritation. ; 

The practice, however—we are glad that we are’ 
enabled to say it—is déclining among‘us. Th the 
states north of the Hudson it has always been rare: 
the late law of the Virginia assembly, excluding 
duellists from office, has hada very salutary effect, 
and we now seldom hearof duels in that common- 
wealth. Indeed all that seems to be wanting 
coinpletely to extirpate the evil, is the energetic 
interposition of the government of the United 
States. When we reflect that officers high in 
rank, ‘and of great importance to their country, 
muy be taken off by the felonious custom of duel- 
ling, and the public service thereby sustain irre- 
parable injury, will it be controverted that the 
offending and surviving party ought to be severely 
punished ? 

*They bad quarrels, differences, feuds, only with enemies : 


Citizens with citizens contended about virtue. -Sgllust. 
He speaks of the commonwealth. 





TO THE EDITON OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER. 
Sir—Your correspondent  Lucilius,” is, in my 
opinion, wholly mistaken in his theory of the 
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causes of the ruin of nations ; and_ his. theory it- 
self is but ill defined. What does he mean by 
Lusury ? Does he allude to refinement of taste 
and manners? to a profusion of the delicacies of 
the table? to the richness and splendor ‘of house- 
hold establishments, and of equipages? or, in his 
idea of luxury, does he include the whole of these ? 
J cannot suppose that he refers to vulgar debau- 
cheries and low excesses, because they are as 
common among a savage, as they are among a civil- 
ized, people, according to the means of indulgence 
possessed by each. Luxury, he concludes, ruined 
Athens : butit requires a very small share of saga- 
city, in any one who is acquainted with Grecian 
history, to perceive that the Athenians lost their li- 
berties and independence for want ofa fixed con- 
stitution of government. They were led away by-the 
orators, and their polities centered more in persons 
than in principles. They were misled by dema- 
gogues, upon whom there was no check; and 
they fell beneath popular delusions and the jea- 
lousy of their Peloponnesian and Macedonian 
neighbors. The Roman constitution was like- 
wise defective. The senate always managed the 
populace in one way or another; and when the 
election of the chief magistrates was. assigned to 
the legions instead of the people, the empire ne- 
cessarily became a theatre of bloodshed and_con- 
fusion. There could be no check to the vices of 
stich voters, with arms in their hands. The Ro- 
man power, nevertheless, did not rapidly decay un- 
til the fatal error of dividing dominion, by erect- 
ing a new seat of government on the banks of the 
Thracian Bosphorus. To prove that luxury occa- 
sions the downfall of nations, it must be shown 
that communities among ~hich it has not existed 
have not been conquered. The fact, however, is 
otherwise. The Roman people were never more 
luxurious, never more licentious, never more 
criminal, than they were in the times of Martius 
and Sylla; and yet Julius Cesar subsequently over- 
ran Gaul, which was inhabited bya people inhe- 
rently more warlike than the Romans. The citi- 
zens of Rome were supposed to exist in the per- 
fection of virtue in the age of Camillus ; but at that 
very period the barbarian Brennus sacked Rome, 
smote the conscript fathers. in the market place, 
and had it not been for the timely arrival’ of Ca- 
inillus with a fresh army, the Romans would have 
basely paid a large sum in gold for the privilege 
of existence. 


The excess of tuxury, like all other excesses, is 
certainly pernicious : but the evil is more destruc- 
tive of individual comforts than it is ruinous to 
national strength and prosperity. A certain de- 
gree of luxury, indeed, is essential to the progress 
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So palpable that it requires no illustration. “ Re- 
volutions occasioned by luxury,” says an eminent 
writer, “ continued to overturn some Athenian 
families, and exalt others as suddenly, without 
disquieting greatly the politicians; it is right, 
said they, that each person should in turn be 
rich and poor.” Among whatever people foreign 
commerce is allowed, luxury will prevail ; ‘for it 
proceeds from wealth, and wealth is the natural 
consequence of foreign trade. But are we, there- 
fore, to abandon navigation and foreign commerce ? 
Your correspondent has cited the Swiss.as an 
example of a nation preserved fram. destruction 
by its frugality... Yet those who look at the topo-_ 
graphy and geographical position of Switzerland. 
a little closer, may discern the cause of her dura- 
tion in the nftutual jealousy of Austria and France. 
Neither of these latter powers’ are willing. that 
the other should possess the mountains, the pass- 
es, and the defiles, which would afford an easy 
route to hostile armies. _And as to Swiss liberty, 
who would wish to partake of it, when we know 
that the aristocrats, who govern the cantons, hire 
out their, fellow-citizens for soldiers to foreign 
sovereigns ? 

But in reality, Mr. Mead, we need go no far- 
ther than to France and England to show the fal- 
lacy of your correspondent’s reasoning. Where 
do luxury and corruption prevail: more than in 
London and in Paris ; and:yet in what part of the 
world are men more brave and patriotic? The 
licentiousness introduced by Charles, H. did not, 
degrade the spirit of the English people ;:for 
they had still the firmness and intelligetice. toy 
banish James II. to annihilate his despotic sway, ' 
and to substitute the prince of Orange and.a free” 
constitution. ‘The libertinism and luxury ¢onspi- 
cuous during the reigns of Louis XIV. Louis XV. 
and Louis XVI. did not .abase the natural and 
liberal sentiments of the people:of Frsace, nor dix 
minish the vigor of their patriotism ; as all Europe 
can sorrow fully testify. In truth, the refinements of 
luxury, when. properly, regulated, .ape .conserva~ 
tive of the principles of morality anid of freedom, 
as well as of taste and of the arts.and sciences, 
ross sensualities, which characterize the ignorant 
and the barbarous of all ages’ and communities, 
in high or low life, are alone ruinous to the wel- 
fare of mankind. 1 could crowd your columns 


|| with facts in support of what 1 advance ; but that 


would be only to transplant the pages of history 
into those of the National Register. 


It is not my intention to enter info a controver- 
sy with your correspondent, “ Lucilius ; “but 
solely to point out to you, that the recapitulation 
ofa mere chain of memories, in relation to a cir- 








of science! and of the atts. “'Phis is a proposition 


icumstance ‘incident: to the improvement of secie= 
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ty, is very different froma judicious application 
of historical truth to the circumstances of the 
country and generation in which we live. 
COMMON SENSE. 
July 15, 1817. 


+FOR THE NATIONAL REGISTER. 
THE FATAL CONSEQUENCES OF LUXURY. 
LETTER IIT. 
———— To be thus is nothing ; 
But tc be safely thus ! 
Macbeth. 


When an hypothesis is offered which deeply 
affects the passions, or encounters the habits, pre- 
judices, or prepossessions of those to whom it is 
directed, there is but little probability that it will 
undergo a fair and impartial examination. In de- 
monstrating’® mathematical propositién, a correct 
statement of facts will generally insure a just con- 
clusion and consequent assent, if the reasoning 
be not erroneous or inadequate ; but in ‘a ques- 
tion purely ethical, the intellect may not only be 
deceived by false statements, but the will be in- 
disposed to admit narratives, however true, and 
arguments however cogent; in which case the 
demonstration has no chance of a fair discussion. 
Gratification, not truth'is the object, and the un- 
derstanding wrapped in sullen, stubborn obstina- 
cy entrenches itself with wilful prejudice not only 
against arguments, but against evidence and even 
against facts themselves. 


I am therefore aware that I have difficulties to 
encounter more than a match, perhaps for truth 
itself. “-How many fine things are there here 
which I do NOT want,” said Socrates in self-gra- 
tulation as he passed along bythe stores of Athens 
then bursting with opulence. Aricrus the re- 
nowned Roman epicure, after wasting upon 
gluttony the greatest part of an immense estate, 
hanged himself for fear he should want a din- 
ner, having ‘then remaining in his coffers a sum 
of no less than eighty thousand pounds sterling. 
Now, though no man possessed of an atom of 
plain common sense, and an ordinary shate of un- 
vitiated moral feeling, could hesitate, one would 
suppose, to pronounce that the condition of So- 
crates the more enviable of the tw, Ihave not 
the smallest doubt that Apicius, or any of the dis- 
eased moral taste ef Apicius would have derided 
that philosopher as a mistaken fool, and found, 
even in the muddiness of a brain stupified with 
carnal indigestion, sophistry enough, when rein- 
forced by animal appetite, to resist any attempt 
that could be made to prove the taste of Socrates 
superior to his own. ‘It is in this servility of the 
soul and intellect to that despotism of appetite I 
look for the only possible opposition to my well- 
meant réasonings. I much fear that we have 
among us, even in conditions of life where such 
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things could not reasonably be expected, if they 
were not seen, more strenuous disciples of Apicius 
than of Socrates—some of them the mere slaves 
of appetite, dull and ignorant—others who, know- 
ing what is right, practise what is wrong, hugging 
themselves up with the old well known scrap of 
Latin—* Video meliora proboque ; deteriéra sequor.”” 
Of this kind was a gentleman L once knew, and 
greatly loved and esteemed ; for in all other re- 
spects but that to which I am now alluding, he 
was a wise, a pious and a worthy man ; though 
he, at last paid away his life as the forfeit of his 
wilfulness. He had long labored under one of the 
numerous diseases incident to constant repletion 
and consequent indigestion, and had frequently 
been warned by his physician, under denunciation 
of the penalty of death, against inordinate indul- 
gence at table, and particularly against the eating 
of fat, to the use of which he was unfortunately 
too much addicted. Qne day, being actively en- 
gaged af his own table in discussing the kidney- 
fat of a rich loin of veal, his wife tenderly en- 
treated him to desist, reminding him of his pro- 
mise to their physician. She could not have se- 
lected a worse moment to preach upon tempe- 
rance ; though generally serene and amiable in his 
temper he became irritated at the interruption, 
and peevishly replied “ Mrs. » I entreat 
you to hold your tongue, for upon my honor I will 
eat it, though it were instant death”—He finished 
his plate, andthough he survived that hazard, 
died not many months afterwards. 


Although this degrading branch of luxury is not 
the object at which I aim—for it is its political 
danger that I am ende.voring to demonstrate— 
yet, since, whatever shape it assumes, Luxury ne- 
ver fails to subdue manhood and blight our best 
virtues with force equally irresistible, and will 
never be at a loss fur sophistical subterfu ges in all, 
Ihave stated that fact, by. way of illustrating the 
nature of the opposition which every attempt like 
mine will have to encoanter fromthose-who are 
devoted to that pernicious vice. Those who can 
offer no better arguments, will, like the gentle- 
man I have alluded to, assert their own inclination 
and their right to indulge it. 





But, whatever sophistry they may display in 
evading my inferences, or obstinacy in adhering 
to their own will, they cannot deny Tar Facts 1 
state. I have already shewn, and I refer to his- 
tory for my authority, that Athens and the Gre- 
cian Republic ret. To THE GROUND BY LUXURY 
MERELY—I will now adduce facts to prove that 
Rome fell by the very same means. 


The rise and progress of satire among the Ro- 
mans, and the history of the more illustrious sa- 


'tirists of that nation,.and their works, afford the 
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most easy and accurate clue by which we can, at 
this day, trace the commencement of luxury among 
them, its growth, and its devastating march, till 
it finally accomplished the destruction of their 
mighty power and fame. The general history of 
that people comprises such a multitude of mate- 
rials and such a variety of events so intimately 
‘blended with each other that it would be a work 
of extreme difficulty, to disengage from the com- 
pound mass, the parts which peculiary belong 
to this subject ; while in the works of the sati- 
sists they are found ready separated and described 
with all the character and coloring which genius 
can lend to truth, and all that minute circumstan- 
tiality which the diligent observation of cotemipo- 
rary writers, intent upon the investigation of that 
particular topic alone, could supply. With a view 
therefore to lay open that evil to its very source, 
and to fix its bearing upon and connection with 
the decline and overthrow of the republic by 
coinc idence of circumstance and time, I must in- 
vite the reader to accompany me through a con- 
cise, but I'hope sufficiently comprehensive re- 
view of the rise of satire in Rome (first provoked 
as it.was by the scandalous growth of luxury in 
that city) and of the history of those illustrious 
men whio, under the impulse of true patriotism 
and exalted virtue, raised thcir mighty voices 'to 
alarm their fellow citizens to a sense of their dan- 
ger, and invoked the satiric muse to’ scourge 
the profligate offenders who by their criminal 
practices encouraged and extended the influence 
of that vice over the commonwealth. 

As there were no public vices of sufficient im- 
portance to provoke the indignation of poets of 
talents and integrity, so there appeared no open 
avowed, satirists of character in Rome, till after 
he fall of Carthage. Were there no prevailing 
vices destructive of public felicity in society, 
there would be no. satire beyond the little vindic- 
tive, peevish effusions of personal animosity—but 

rgeneral public satire arises at the summons of dar- 
ing and dangerous public wickedness, and the 
genius of poetry is never more honorably or use- 
fully employed than when vigorously wielding that 
scourge. ‘The first Roman who eminently dis- 
tinguished himself in this honorable course, was 
Lucilius whose name I have appropriated as a sig- 
nature to these essays. This great man arose at 
a time when the freedom of speech and writing in 
Rome w.s wholly unimpaired. No atrocious pub- 
lic delinquency had provoked the indignation of 
the poets—no virulent sarcasms had excited fear 
in the great and powerful, and therefore no re- 
straints had been attempted upon the privileges 
of the tongue and pen. He was born of one .of 
the most respectable patrician families, being 











grand uncle to Pompey the Great, and he lived 
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in habits of familiar intimacy with the most vir- 
tuous chiefs of the republic, Leelius Scipio, foi’ 
instance, and others of that description, who were 
sufficiently powerful to protect him from any 
attempt to silence or molest him. Horace not 
only considers Lucilius as the frst satirist, but 
in one place ascribes to him the inyention of sa- 
tire itself, which though a surprising error in such 
aman as Horace, shews that he regarded him as 
the first who raised his might with any impressive 
effect upon the growing profligacy of Rome. 
Here then we have precisely marked out to us, 
the epoch when that fatal change began to take 
place in the manners and principles. of the Ro- 
man people, which eventually brought on the 
downfall of the republic. The struggle between 
the orp manners and the sew had for some time 
begun, and every day, coming nearer and nearer 
to a balance, was inclining to the side of the latter, 
when the frig’:‘ful profligacies constantly. starting 
up into. view alarmed the more thinking men of 
the republic, and roused Lucilius to contend with 
them. The writings of tnis sagacious poet not 
only. mark the precise era of that pernicious sys- 
tem which ultimately. degraded Rome, but ascer- 
tain the fact.that luxury was the root of that evil ; 
and well known historical events concur with them 
in placing all the circumstances out of the reach 
of controversy. After the fall of Carthage, the 
people having no powerful rival to fear, began 
to yield themselves up to idleness, and as an 
infallible consequence, to give aloose to unusual 
indulgence ; while enriched and relieved from 
taxes by an accumulation of treasures which tribu- 
tary or conquered nations poured into Rome, they 
grew arrogant, extravagant, and vain, and devo- 
ted to effiminate voluptuousness, abandoned the 
virtues by which their ancestors had raised the 
republic and achieved its glory, and insensibly 
resigned themselves to the dominion of a debas- 
ing system of luxury, which, in the end, polluted 
their hearts and contaminated all their ‘principles. 
They had now no Hannibal to hover over them— 
no eminent leader to employ them abroad, no 
competitor to check their aspiring, or to repress 
their insolence. Beside the gold that flowed 
into the public treasury, such quantitjes of corn 
were either extorted from subdued nations, or 
presented by dependent allies, for the purpose 
of securing their favor, that gratuitous distribu- 
tions of grain and bread were constantly made 
among the people, so that the very meanest of 
the populace were enabled to subsist with little 
labor and less industry, and frugality and its con- 
comitant virtues and benefits were either forgot- 
ten or despised. Exemption from labor never fails 
to produce, (particularly in persons unqualified for 





‘intellectual enjoyment) vicious propensities, cor- 
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rupt practices, and profligate habits ; and the Ro- 
mans were far advanced in that state of moral dete- 
rioration, when Lucilius seized the pen, and with an 
intrepidity which nothing could shake, at the con- 
templation of which, many years afterwards, Ho- 
race was startled, and Persius and Juvenal expa- 
tiated upon with approbation and delight, public- 
ly satirized ‘the chief delinquents in the city 
BY NAME. 

Of the value of Lucilius and his compositions, 
the most correct estimate is to be collected from 
the representations of Horace, Persius and Juve- 
nal. Horace, whom a modern critic accuses of 
being hurt by the reputation of Lucilius which 
blazed out in renewed lustre even in the reign of 
Augustus, has, with much in his praise, been able 
to say nothing more to his disadvantage, than that 
his compositions were careless and hasty ; while 
Persius describes the effects of his satires in 
terms which almost excite compassion for the 
wretched objects of them : 

Secuit Lucilius urbem ; 

Te lupe, te muti, et genuinum fregit in illis. 
And Juvenal describes in terms not less vigorous, 
though more polished, and elegant, 

Euse velut stricto quoties Lucilius ardens 

Infremuit, rubet Auditor, cuifrigida mens est 

Criminibus, tacita sudant precordia culpa. 

Inde ire et Lacryme. 

Juv, sat. 1. line 165. 


Which has been thus elegantly translated : 


“ But when Lucilius, fred with virtuous rage, 

Nerves his bold arm to scaurge an impious age, 

The conscious villain shudders at his sin, 

And burning blushes speak the pangs within ; 

Cold drops of sweat from every member roll, 

And growing terrors harrow up his soul. 

Then tears of shame and dire revenge succeed.” 

From the luxury and excesses which prevailed 
in his time, Lucilius inferred the extinction of all 
the Roman virtues, and the downfall of the liber- 
ties of Rome. In the interval between his death 
and the rising of Horace, all his predictions were 
abundantly verified ; the foundations of the re- 
public, first sapped by luxury, were shaken to 
pieces during the civil wars, in which the people 
having their hearts and principles dissolved in 
corruption, and being rendered effiminate by ha- 
bitual self gratification of the vilest kind, became 
sugcessively, the mere slavish tools of the con- 
tending parties ; till at last that prince of corrup- 
tors and demagogues, Julius Cesar, completely re- 
duced the state to ruin, and the cold-hlooded 
knavish pelicy of Augustus left it without hope of 
recovery. Andhere :ct me put one question, with 
the fact on which it is grounded, for their consider 
ation to the people of America. What must be 
the excess of profligacy to which that stupendous 
commonwealth, so renowned for its republican 
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virtues, had sunk under the blighting influence 
of luxury in the space of but a few years, when the 
man whose popularity was so great that the peo. 
ple made him'their master, was so ignominious 
for depravity that he was charged to his very 
face, in full senate, with being Tut uvspaxn or 
ALL THE WIVES, AND THE **** OF ALL THE aUs- 
BANDS INROME? Yes'!—Tacitus, Suctonius and Ci- 
cero, and other historians, concur in asserting 
that Curio a Roman senator charged Julius Cxsar 
in full senate, with no less an abomination—pro- 
nouncing him “ OMNIUM MULIERUM VIRUM, ET 
OMNIUM VIRORUM MULIEREM”. Having well digest. 
ed that singular fact in their minds, let them apply 
it to the subject in hand, and ask themselves. 
whether they can duly tender the republican in- 
stitutions with which they are blessed as they 
ought to do, and yet idly yield to the torrent of 
luxury, which, as it swept away the republics of 
Greece and Rome into utter extinction, will as- 
suredly sweep away this also, if its early course 
be not resisted, and its growth in proper time 
checked and prevented. 
LUCILIUS. 
TOPOGRAPHY. 

[We have been kindly favored, by Dr. Joun Siz 
’ ney, of Natchitoches, with the following inter- 

esting description of that parish. It will be 

found instructive in relation to a portion of the 

United States which is rapidly growing in im- 

portance. ] 

NatcurrocuEs Pantsa—Is the Northwest corner 
of the: state of Louisiana, and situate between the 
31st and 33d degrees of north latitude, and be-. 
tween the 95th and 97th degrees of west longi- 
tude ; being about 150 miles long, and about 80 
miles wide ; and bounded on the south by the pa- 
rishes of Rapides and Opelousas; west by the 
river Sabine and the Spanish + province of Texas ; 
on the north by the territory of Missouri, and on 
the east by the parishes of Washita and Acataho- 
la; containing about ten thousand square miles, 
and comprelends between one fourth and one 
fifth part of the state of Louisiana ; and will at 
some future period be divided into four parishes 
or counties. It contains now about five thousand 
inhabitants, including slaves. Its principal water- 
course is Red River, which enters the parish near 
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the northwest corner, meandering obliquely 
through it, and leaves it at the northeast corner, 
running in the parish, by its course, about 350 
miles. The valley of Red River is from five toten 
miles wide ; the soil is alluvial, and three fourths 
of it liable to inundation annually in the months 
'of May and June. ‘he highest land is: generally 
on the banks of the river, on each side, and culti- 
\| vatable from-five toten acres deep; that part 
ij which is linble to overflow is covered with a 
| growth of heavy timber ; and soon after the water 

recedes, there comes up 4 luxuriant growth of 
i herbage. The color of the soil is reddish, iike the 
|| water-of the river, is an argillaccous loam, and like 
| the river has a salt and alum impregnation, and 


‘uncommonly fertile. There are withia this parish 
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a number of smaller streams called bayous ; they 
are large creeks, some falling into Red River, 
some into the Sabine, and some into Washita.— 
The principal creeks that fall into Red River on 
the southwest side are, the Cosachee, Provonsall, 
St. Johns, Rio Honda, Laglaize, Adaize, Dupong. 
The bayous Morivans, Wallace, Prudhomme, 
Dolit, Pierre, and Bonchasse. ‘And those that fall 
into Red River on the northeast side are, the 
bayou Tan, Cock, Saline; bayou Grande, Cypress, 
and Badka ; and those that fall into the Sabine 
are, the Yancosko, Lanann, Tauro, Negreette, Sac, 
Magill, St. Patrick, and Nassinete. The Dogda- 
moni is the principal stream that rises in this pa- 
rish and falls into Washita, making what is called 
Little River, as it passes through the parish of 


Acatahola. All these water courses afford consi- 
derable broad and rich bottoms, a great part 
of which is liable to overflow, but much of them 


very rich and arable. There is a chain of lakes 
on each side of Red River, the waters of which 
rise and fall with the river, 'and varying in their 
extent from ten to one hundred miles in circum- 
ference ; those on the northeast side of the river 
are, the Saline Lake, Black Lake, Smith’s Lake, Lake 
Poracau, Bistino, and Budka; and those on the 
southwest side are, the Lake Accassia, Black 
Ground Lake, the Spanish Lake, Macdon, Swan 
Lake, and Sciodo. Most of these are lakes only 
in time of high water, at other seasons they re- 
semble a meadow, and afford pasturage for thou- 
sands of cattle. The growth of timber on the 
river and large creek bottoms, is cotton-wood, 
swamp hickory, ash, sweet gum, different species 
of oak, honey locust, mulberry, hackberry, Pacon, 
cypress, prickly ash, papaw, grape vines, &c.— 
The ridges of high lands between the water 
courses are generally pine woods, mixed with oak, 
ash, hickory, sassafras, dogwood, &c. There are 
some excellent tracts df beach and maple lands, 
and many valuable spots of hickory and oak lands ; 
but the uplands are generally light and’sandy, or 
a strong yellow and red clay, very thinly covered 
with soil ; but all preduce excellent pasturage for 
cattle. In the high lands are found many excellent 
springs, and some of the streams afford good 
mill seats. 
Mountains.—There are no mountains in this pa- 
rish, nor elevations of more than about 200 feet 
above the ordinary level of the river and ereck 
bottoms. 
Minerals.—Very rich iron ore is in great abun- 
dance in several parts of this parish, with lime 
stone, and quarries of silicious stone. We have 
many salt springs, and some strong chalybeate 
springs; indications of salt appear here and there, 
through the whole tract of country, from the Sa- 
bine to Washita. Salt enough might be made in 
this parish to supply the whole state. Stone coal 
is found in abundance in many places, containing 
bitumen and sulphur. Brown and yellow stone 
ochre, of a superior quality, is plenty, and two 
kinds of very fine pipe clay, one white, the other 
a blood red; and a remarkable kind of white 
sand, fit for an hour glass as it is taken up. There 
is arich copper mine near the Sabine. Small 
specimens of the ore have been brought to the 
writer which he found to contain more or less 
silver, but none rich, nor was the ore found in 
large quantities. Indications of lead have been 
found in Grand Ecore, but no search has been 
made for it below the surface of the earth. Most 
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cockle shells, which are found in the bed of the 
river and lakes. Alum, sulphur, slate, and flint, 
are found in abundance, but generally up the ri- 
ver above this parish. Near Washita is found 
the load stone, a superior quality of flint and 
whetstone. 

Fruits, &c.—The fruits indigenous to this parish 
are, mulberry, several species of plums, a variety 
of grapes, strawberries, papaw, persimmon, whor 
tleberries, blackberries, dewberries, crab apples, 
and a small apple called naharrawa, ripe in May 
and excellent to preserve, black and red haws, 
black cherries, pacans, hickory nuts, chifquopins, 
hazlenuts, &c. and those fruits whi¢h have been 
successfully cultivated are, figs, peaches, necta- 
rines, white and purple European grapes, Jerusz- 
lem apple,quinces,strawberries, and pomegranites. 
Pears and apples are common but generally of an 
inferior quality; it is, however, believed they 
might be greatly improved ; water-melons, musk - 
melons, cucumbers, and artichokes, grow here in 
the greatest perfection. Our climate is rather 
too cold for oranges. Our gardens are excellent ; 
scarcely an article of horticulture in the middle 
or northern states but we have in equal and some 
in greater perfection. Our fields produce corn, 
oats, rye, barley, rice, wheat, buckwheat, beans, 
peas, pumpkins, sweet and Irish potatoes, turnips, 
squashes, radishes, &c. Our cctton, tobacco, anil 
indigo, are all of a superior quality ; indigo, which 
used to be more cultivated than now, as a staple 
for market, has given place to cotton. Our plant- 
ers for some years past have been much disheart- 
ened on account of a disease called the rot, which 
has infested their cotton, reducing their crops on 
an average full one‘half; but of late they have 
taken to planting a larger quantity-than they could 
gather without this disease, so that from the high 
price and the superior quality of the article the 
plinters ate in a prosperous way. Some very en- 
couraging experiments, in the culture of the su- 
gar cane, have been made in this parish, and seve- 
ral of the wealthy planters had proposed chang- 
ing their crops from cotton to sugar; but the 
uncommon frosts and winter rains in 1816 and 
1817, so much injured the cane that was laid by 
for planting, that the contemplated progress in 
the sugar making business seems in a measure 
suspended ; though some who secured their mat- 
rasses more cautiously are going on and have very 
fine looking fields of cane. 

Our rivers and lakes abound with a variety of 
fish and soft shelled turtle ; we have likewise the 
truffie and morel, species of mushroom, which 
are esteemed great delicacies. 

Diseases —This parish cannot be called sickly, 





notwithstanding the many lakes and swamps.— 
The diseases most common in summer and fall 
are intermitting fevers and agues; typhus fevers 
are rare, and the yellow fever has never appeared 
in this parish: alvi fluxas seldom ; in the winter 
and spring pleuretic and rheumatic cases occur, 
though not very frequent. The river is so deep 
with’a regular bold current, with steep banks, 
that no sickly vapors seem to arise from it.— 
Fogs are rare; and those lands that overflow at 
the annual high water, present a clean surface as 
the water falls. 

Natchitoches has been pronounced, by a late 
sécretary of war, the most healthy military post 
in the United States. From a series of observa- 
tions, it seems decided that families who live on 





of the lime made use of in this parish, is made of 


the south side of lakes or swamps are less affect- 
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ed by them, than those who live on the north 
side ; and it is better to live in a bottom, than on 
un adjacent hill, north or east of the same. Marsh 
miasma ap to be harmless at the distance of 
a half or three quarters of a mile ; and no incon- 
venience is: experienced by the overflowing of 
adjacent lands, when the water as it falls drains 
entirely off, leaving no stagnant pools ; and when 
no decomposition of vegetable matter appears to 
have taken place. 

Botanical —The prickly pear is found frequent- 
ly growing luxuriantly, and the fruit comes some 
times to perfection. The blossom and fruit of 
this plant are a beautiful red, the fruit is sweet 
and delicious; this is what the cochineal fly feeds 
upon, and from it derives its color. The writer 
has seen these insects on the blossoms and fruit 
near Natchitoches, but not sufficiently numerous 
to make it an object to take them, and they are 
not seen every year. We have a great variety of 
pleasant aromatic herbs, indigenous to gur soil 
and climate ;* among then are two species of the 
virga aurea, or golden rod, wild sage, thyme, mint, 
maure or mallows, ani on the river bank, beside 
the roads, grow the cassia Marylandus in abun- 
dance, stramonium, absynth, and maurubium, and 
near the Saline and Black lakes is foind the cas- 
sia yapau, or the herb that makes the black drink 
of the Creek Indians. The cress vine, or Chicka- 
saw tea; Virginia snake root; A apres helle- 
bore; mezerene; columbo; labellia,and venella,are 
all found on Red River. The dwarf buck eye grows 
all over our country ; the nut of which, when pow- 
dered, made into a paste, and put into clear still 
water, produces such a narcotic effect upon the 
fish that they may be taken out by hand alive.— 
‘The root of the same shrub is used asa substitute 
for soap to wash woolen. There is a handsome 
flowering shrub called Turkey elder, the root of 
which is a celebrated remedy among the inhabit- 
ants for the dysentery. The common elder (sam- 
buei) grows on the banks of Red River to an un- 
common size, the writer measured one some time 
ago in presence of several persons, that, three feet 
trom the ground was 29 mches in circumference, 
and 18 inches in circumference 11 feet high.— 
The prickly ash is found on this river hear 
six feet in circumference. The cypress, in some 
of the river swamps, grows remarkably large ; 
some are saidto be upwards of 30 feet im cir- 
cumference. The writer some months ago 
measured a common short leaved pine on high 
land, that was found 174’ feet in circumference, 
and believes 20 more were in- sight abdut the 
same size, and judged to be 50 feet to a limb. 

Zeology—Our wild animals are deer, wolves, 
bear, black and gray foxes, opossum, raccoon, 
wild cat, and two kinds of squirrels. Buffalo, 
antelope, elk, and panthers, are now plenty high- 
er up the river, but have disappeared from this 
pitt some years ago. Qur domestic animals are 
horses, mules, black eattle, sheep, goats, hogs, 
dogs, and cats. Our domestic fowls are geese, 
ducks, turkeys, dunghill fowls, pigeons, Guinea 
and pea fowls. Our wild fowls are generally such 
as are common in the southern Atlantic states ; 
the large bald eagle, the swan, the vulture, the 
paroquet; gray, blue, and white crane ; pelican, 
and crow, are common. 

Manufactures—Our manufactures are limited 
to common cottonade cloth, some of wool and 
cotton, and some blankets, ull in the household or 
family way. We have two water, saw, and grist- 
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mills, and about a dozen cotton gins worked by 
horses or mules, and as many pounding mills for 
beating corn meal and cleaning rice. Three sy. 
gar works on a small scale ; eight or ten black. 
smiths’ shops, three or four tan yards. Thoss 
within the town of Natchitoches are noticed 
under that head, and do not include the above. 
Commerce-—Our articles of exportation consist 
of cotton, tobacco, hides, tallow, bees-wax, furs 
and peltries, horses and mules, beef and pork. 
The whole amounting to about $ 250,000 annu. 
ally ; and the quantity of cotton, which exceeds 
in amount all the rest, is every year increasing in 
quantity. The sugar and molasses that have hitherto 
been made in this parish, have all, and much more, 
been consumed within it. The most wealthy 
planters have been in the habit. of ‘taking their 
own crops to market and bringing; back a supply 


of groceries, &c. for the next year, and the balance -_ 


it money, which they generally invest in slaves ag 
Supe anities offer ; the omaller crops “re gene. 
rally bought up at. home by the merchants and 
traders : they all make it a rule to settle accounts 
in the month of March. It is the merchants’ fault 
that the whole of the exportsdo not go through 
their hands. Some years ago a considerable trade 
was carried on from Natchitoches to the adjoining 
Spanish country; this has been suspended since 
the commencement of the political disturbances 
of that country ; but will no doubt return to its 
old channel on the réstoration of order there. 
Longevity—The writer has resided in Natchi- 
toches thirteen years, since which there has died 
in this parish twelve white persons of more than 
ninety years of age ; three of whom were ninety 
eight, and one an hundred; and there are now 
living thirteen more than eighty, and three more 
than ninety-five. The aggregate number of deaths 
annually has been, in proportion to the population, 
as one to about fifty-seven. Tiere are some very 
remarkable instances of longevity among the In- 
dians and ne of this parish. An ‘Avoyelle 
Indian died a few years ago at Washita, near one 
hundred and forty years of age, from the best es- 
timate that sould be made’ he said he was a middle 
aged man and had a family when the first white 
man was ever seen on Red river. 
Aborigines——Not exceeding twenty years ago 
there was, within what is now the parish of 
Natchitoches, four distinct tribes of Indians, 


speaking different languages, viz. the Natchitoch._ 


es, the Adaizes, the Yattassas, and Keychus, each 
then containing from five to seven hundred souls, 
The three first are extinct, as nations; a few stragé 
gling individuals only remaining; and of the last 
but very few, and they have removed into the 
Spanish province of Texas. Several tribes are 
entirely extinct, not a soul remaining. The Cad- 
dos, who now live near the northwest corner of 
this parish, but used to live higher up the river, 
when they first became acquainted with the 
French, not one hundred years ago, could bring 
into the field three thousand warnors ; the num- 
ber of warriors now of that nation does not ex- 
ceed two hundred. Spirituous liquors, the smail 
pox, and savage warfare, sparing neither age nor 
sex, are the great causes of their depopulation. 
The face of the country almost every where 
exhibits signs of populous Indian towns and vil- 
lages. Upon the Barrows, where an tdian house 
once stood, the largest forest trees are now grow- 
ing. When these tribes existed, or who they 
were, no traditional account can be obtained.— 
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some of these mounds.are found heaps of 
cockle shells, such as are now found growing in the 
river and some of the lakes, and now used by the 
ot tribes as food ; some of these heaps or 
collection of shells have remained so long that 
are in a state of decomposition, resembling 
old slacked lime. Very few mounds have been 
discovered in this part of the country, thet appear. 
to have been used either as places of defence or 
sepulchres of the dead ; but from their form, size, 
aad relative situation, each one was once occupied 
bya family. Antoine, the chief of the Yatassas In- 
dians, who used to live in this parish, died in 1812 
on Bayou Pierre, considerably more than one 
hundred. A Caddo Indian died in 1813, who, 
some years before his death, told the writer that 
Mr. Bernard de ta Harp was the first white man 
he ever saw, and that he rode a white horse, 
which was the first horse he ever saw, and that 
he was then a young man. It appears figom the 
memoirs of Mr. de la Harp, in the writer’s posses- 
sion, that he visited the Caddo nation about the 
year 1722, so that the Indian must have been 
about one hundred and ten. Louis Rachall, the 
first white male child that was born in this parish, 
is now living, and is ninety-six years old. 


Military Pos!s—The site of the new military 
ition, now commanded by Lieutenant Colonel 
Trimble, was selected in 1816, by brevet Licu- 
tenant Colonel Seldon, and is now called fort Sel- 
don; it is nearly in 3 north direction from Natchi- 
toches, and distant, by water, about twelve miles, 
and about six by Jand. It is situate on a hand- 
some sandy hill, about one hundred yards south 
of the Bayou Pierre division of Red River ;.the 
elevation of the hill is about one hundred feet 
above the level of the river. The nortwestwardly 
view from it is extensive and beaittiful, extending 
up the valley of the river for ten or twelve miles, 
and is bounded by a range of blue hills. It is on 
a peninsula containing about three hundred acres 
of broken sandy hills, and ravines of very irregu- 
lar form, and covered with oak and pine timber ; 
at high water is nearly surrounded; and is bounded 
northwardly by the Bayou Pierre division of Red 
river; eastwardly by a bayouor gut that passes 
along between the high lands and the overflowed 
swamp of Red river ; on the south by the neck of 
the peninsula; and on the west by the indented 
shore of the Spanish lake. Near the fort there 
are several springs of excellent water, The build- 
ings are not finished ; so far as they are advanced 
are of solid square timber, underpinned with stone, 
well covered, and the work neatly and substan- 
tially executed ; but this position is liable to the 
following objections : viz. ‘It is accessible by land | 
only on one side, you must go in and out at the; 
same passage ; it does not command the main river, 
being about one mile and a_ quarter distant, not 
m sight; the space between is an overflowed 
swamp ; there is no good landing place near it , at 
low water boats cannot go near the shore; the 
bottom stiff mud ; and at high water when ‘hey 
can land, the precipice to ascend is so steep that 
heavy articles cannot be got up but with great 
labor; there is no bason or harbor for boats to 
lay in. The hill appears disposed to settle, en- 
dangering the whole works to slide down into 
the river. Some individ:ial land claims interfere 
with this establishment ; and since the water has 
risen and the warm season commenced, the troops 
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termitting fevers and agues, such as usually exist 
in the vicinity of stagnant waters. 

In all our rivers, lakes, and large creeks, there 
are alligators, but they are rarely seen above north 
latitude 33. Some of the owners of tan-yards 
have employed Indians and others who would un- 
dertake it, to kill them ‘or the oil and skins; the 
oil supplies the place of train oil, and they tan 
the skin for saddle seats and shoes; it has been 
observed that where alligators are plenty there 
are but few snakes ; they eat all they can catch. © 

The same kinds of insects and reptiles are here 
that are comm<n in all the southern states, and 
no others, except a large spider, called by the 
inhabitants “ the tarantula,” the bite of which is 
said to be very painful and dangerous ; the writer 
has never Known a person bitten by one of them, 
but has seen ated of them ; they are as large as. 
a common sized toad, and covered with large 
scales resembling feathers ; their teeth and mouth 
is horizontal like a beetle; which they can open 
wide enough to take in a man’s finger, and their 
jaws are strong enough to make their teeth meet 
through it. ‘There is another reptile ci:lled. the. 
scorpion, said likewise to be very 0 Ray they 
resemble the lizard in form, but ten or twelve 
times as large. ' 

Red River —The great raft or jamb of flood- 
wood timber, in Red river, above Natchitoches in 
this parish, merits to be noticed. The lower end 
of this extraordinary obstruction is about twenty. 
miles by the road above Natchitoches, but about 
treble that distance by the course of the river, 
and commenced many years ago, by some long 
trees in high water being caught by accident a- 
gainst something, and they caught all that came 
down, until, from similar accidental causes, another 
raft was formed at some point-higher up; and 
after that, another, and another, formed in the 
same mann¢r, until perhaps 50 or 60 of these rafts 
took place at different distances apart, from one, 
to ten miles, leaving the river between them 
perfectly clear, and the water generally as dead 
as a mill-pond, and totally obstructing the navi- . 
gation of the main channel of the river for seventy 
or eighty miles ; this has forced the water out of 
the main river, and it has found a passage through 
a chain of lakes on the northeast side of the river 
laying between it and the high lands, through 
which boats now find a passage in times of high 
water, which in places become dry in a dry sea- 
son. ‘here is no doubt but the whole of these 
obstructions age, removable, and will. be broke 
away aS soon as the settlements above the raft 
(now. rapidly increasing) shall find it'for their in- 
terest, and ‘arestrong enough to undertake it,: 
more especially if government are disposed to-as- 
sist them. The valley of Red river, along where, 
the obstruction is, is uncommonly wide; at some: 
points believed to be at least twenty miles, and 
the river at low water in-two distinct channels ; 
the western branch called the Bayou Pierre river, 
leaves the eastern or main channel about at lati- 
tude 32° 30° anil they join again at Grand Ecore, 
about five miles above Natchitoches, forming an: 
island varying in width from five to ten or more 
miles, and about sixty in length, and this island is 
subdivided by channels, or guts, that pass frem one 
branch of the river to the other; and the greater 
part of the whole island is inundated annually when. 
the river rises in the months of May and June— 
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‘The upper end of the Bayou Pierre branch has 
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only within a few years. become obstructed by 
fleod wood being drawn into its mouth; hunters 
and Iidians who have occasion te pass this way, 
are obliged to haul their perogues, or canoes, 
past this obstruction. Some intelligent and ob- 
serving persons, well acq’iinted with that part of 
the country, are of the opinion that in. two or 
three years the great raft may arrive at the pre- 
sent outlet or boat passage through the lakes 
Badka and Bisteno, when that passage will like- 
wise be obstructed; when the whole raft-must 
either be removed or a new boat passage sought 
out. Itis understeed that the lake Siodo, which 
stretches along nearly parallel with Red river, on 
the southwest side, for sixty or seventy miles, at 
the upper end of it, approaches within a few rods 
of the river, and that a canal might be easily cut 
from one to the other, opening a passage for 
boats ; end the lower end of this lake communi- 
cates with the Bayou Pierre division of the river, 
below the cbstruction; this being effected, whieh 
appears practicable, the navigation of Red river 
will be uno 






structed for more than one thousand 
miles above Natchitoches, passing through one of 
the finest countries in the world. This commu- 
nication between the river and Siodo will im- 
prove the navigation of Bayou Pierre river by 
throwing more water into it. The Caddo nation 
live wpon the southwest side of luke Siodo. 

The vacant or public lands in this parish, on the 
southwest side of Red river, have not been sur- 
veved ; some of which, towards the Saline, or the 
southwest corner of the parish, are said to be va- 
Iuable, particularly those laying on the Cooke 
prarie and creek, the Bayou ‘T'aurun and Negutt. 
Several districts on the north line of the state 
joining the Missouri territory, between Washita 
znd Red river, l.-.ve been surveyed into townships 
and sections, and the surveyors report that to be 
a valuable tract of country, and susceptible of be- 
ing thickly settled: these lands have not been 
otfered for sale. 





FOREIGN STATE PAPERS. 
DIFFERENCES BETWEEN SPAIN AND PORTUGAL, 

«—___, May 8. 

The conduct of the government of Brazil, 
in invading the Spanish possessions in the River 
Plate, has occupied the attention of Europe as 
mouch on account of the act itself, as on account 
of that period at which it wasdone. All nations 
were convinced that the profoundest peace was 
necessaty to heal the deep, wounds which had 
been the consequence of so many years of war and 
revolution. Yet this was the moment which the 
Court of Brazil chose to invade the territories of 
its neighbor. The Spanish government on this, 
occasion, acted with the greatest prudence and 
moderation—and the Allied Powers afiorded a 
{resh proof of their generous ideas and their paci- 
fic intentions. ‘The following note from the Mi- 
nisters of Austria, France, Great Britain, Prus- 
sin and Russia, delivered to the Marquis de Agui- 
ar,ehis Most Faithful Majesty’s Minister for Fo- 
reign Aflzirs, is a document perfectly well caicu- 
lated to tranguilize the public mind, aitd to induce 
a hope that the Court of Brazil, adopting those 
principles of legitimacy and justice upon which 
the present system of the world is founded, will 
avoid compromising herself with the allied powers. 
The good faith and dignified character of his Ca- 
jesty, are. most apparent on thisoccasion. 
“the Mintsters froin whom 
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the following note has proceeded, will prove 
opinion of their respective Severeigns in favor of 


Spain—and that their relations with h ; 
i er 

fixed and solid as they can be between Posen 

the most intimately connected. ei. 


Note from the Ministers of the Mediating Ce 
to the Marquis. D’Aguigr, Secretary of State fir 
Foreign Affairs to his Most Faithful Majesty, = 

: '  Patis, 16th March, 1817 

The occupation of a part of the Spanish ‘ 
session on the River Plate by the Porty 
troops of Brazil, was no sooner known in Europe: 
than it was the object of official anc simultaneous 
steps taken by the Cabinet of Madrid with the 

Courts of Vienna, Paris, London, Berlin and St 

Petersburg, in order to protest solemnly against 

this occupation, and to claim their support against 

such an aggression. ; 
Perlfaps the Court of Madrid might have 


means of defence which Providence has placed iq: 
her hands, and to repel force by force. 
guided by a spirit of wisdom and moderation, she 


getiation and persuasion, and she preferred, not 
withstanding the disadvantage that might result 
to her possession beyond sea, addressing herself 
to the five undermentioned powers, in order to 
an amicable adjustment of her difference with 
the Court of Brazil, and to avoid a rupture, the 
consequence of which might be equally disastrous 
to the two countries, and might disturb the repose 
of both hemispheres. 

So noble a resolution could not but meet with 
the entire approbation of the Cabinets to which 
the Court of Spain has addressed herself; and 
animated with the desire‘of preventing the fatal 
consequences that might result from the present 
state of affairs, the Courts of Austria, France, 
Great Britain, Prussia and Russia, equally the 
friends of Portugal and Spain, after having taken 
into consideration the just claims of the latter 
Power, have charged the undersigned to make 
known to the Cabinet of his Most Faithful Ma 


Jesty, 

That they have accepted the mediation de, 
manded of them by Spain. 

That they» have seen with real pain, and not 
without surprise, that at the very moment when 
a double marriage seemed to bind more closely 
the family ties already existing between the 
Houses of Braganza and Bourbon, and when stich 
an alliance was to render the relations between 
the two countries more intimate and more friend- 
ly, Portugal has invaded the Spanish possessions 
on the River Plate, and invaded them without any 
explanation whatever, and without any previous 
declaration. 

That the principles of equity and justice 
which direct the Councils of the five Courts, and 
the firm resolution they have adopted to preserve 
as much as in their power the peace of the world 
purchased by such great sacrifices, have deter- 
mined them to take cognizance and part in this 
afuir, in the intention of terminating it in the 
most equitable manner, anc most coutormable to 
their desire of maintaining the general tranquilli- 
ty. 

“That the said Courts do not dissemble, thata 
| difference between Portugal and Spain might dis- 








|turb that peace and occasion a war in Europe, 
'which might be not only disastrous to the twe 


thought herself entitled to recur at once tothe” 


was desirous first of employing the means of ne | 
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tugal ; and Spain, after having seen,all Europe ap- 
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countries, but incompatible with the interests and 


uillity of other Powers. 
that in consequence they have resolved to 
make known to the government of his Most Faith- 


ful Majesty, their sentiments on this subject, to 


invite him to furnish sufficient explanation upon 
his views, to take the most prompt and proper 
measures to dissipate the just alarms which his in- 
yasion of the American possessions of Spain has 
already caused in Europe, and to satisfy the rights 
claimed by the latter Power, as well as those prin- 
ciples of justice and impartiality which guide the 
Mediators. A refusal to yield to such just de- 
mands would leave no doubt with respect to the 
real intentions of the Cabinet of Rio Janeiro.— 
The disastrous effects that might result to the two 
hemispheres would be imputed entirely to Por- 


plauded her wist and moderate conduct, would 
find in the justice of her cause, and in the sup- 
port of her Allies, sufficient means of redressing 
her complaints. 

The undersigned, in acguitting themselves of 
the orders of their courts, have the honor to of- 
fer to his Excelleacy the Marquisd‘Aguiar the as- 
surance of their high considerations. 

(Signed) VINCENT, 
RICHELIEU, 
STUART, 
GOLTZ, 
POZZO DI BORGO. 


LUCIEN BONAPARTE. 
Geneva, April 24. 
Isend you a copy of the Document that con- 
tains the determination of the Allied Powers to 
prevent the escape of Lucien Bonaparte to the 
United States of America, and those ulterior plans 
which the discontented refugees propose for the 
—— of making.of America a theatre of revo- 
utionary ideas, and a new field for ambition and 
intrigue. The principles of justice, order, and 
legitimacy that govern the Powers of Europe, 
will always disconcert the machinations of the se- 
ditious to disturb the peace, and will oppose a 
barrier to their spirit of rapine, and their plans 
of usurpation. ‘The first and most efficacious in- 
formation of this business was derived from the 
zealand activity of the Spanish Government, well 
informed, of these plots by exact accounts re- 
ceived both in Europe and America. Thus Spain 
deserves the confidence of all governments, and 
the approbation of the people. 
The following document will be read with 
much interest :— 
Protocol of the Conference at Paris, the 13th of 
March. 
Present—The Mrinisver or AUSTRIA, 
Duke de Ricueitev, 
Duke of Wetuineron, 
Sir Cuantes Srvart, 
The Prusstan Minister, 
The Mrsister or Russia. ‘ 
The Conference having been opened this day 
with their Excellencies the Dukes of Richelieu 
and Wellington, to take into consideration the 
demand, made by Lucien Bonaparte for pass- 
ports to conduct one of his sons to the United 
States, and the Austrian Minister having again 
Jaid down the three Questions proposed at the 
Protocol of the 2d inst. relative to the same ob- 
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ject, it has been agreed— 
1. That North America having received a great 
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number of mal-contents and French refugees, the 
presence of Lucien Bonaparte in the United 
States would be still more dangefous than it is 
in Europe, where he can be better watched, and ° 
that in consequence it is to be desired that the 
passports he has asked for should be refused. 

2. That in order to deprive him of all plausi- 
ble motives for soliciting the said passports, it 
would be equally desirable to refuse them to. his 
son Charles, whose journey seemsto be only «. 
pretext for the plans of the father. - 

3. That the news received by different means 
and from different countries, particularly from 
Naples, leave no doubt of the intrigue'and dan- 
gerous relations which Lucien Bonaparte keeps 
up in Italy—and considering that Rome is perhaps 
of all cities that in which superintendence is the 
most difficult to be exercised, and is exercised 
with less severity, and that he may, notwithstand- 
ing the refusal of passports, find means of de- 
ceiving the vigilance of the Roman government, 
and ef escaping to proceed to America, it would 
be desirable that. another abode be assigned him 
than Rome and the Roman states, by the High 
Allied Powers, and that he should be further re- 
moved from the coasts, in order to render the 
plans‘of escape which he may meditate more diffi- 
cult. * 

The opinion being common to all the Mem- 
bers of the Conference, it has been resolved to 
consign it in the Protocol of the day, in order 
that it may be made known to the four courts, and 
may produce a determination on their part upon 


this subject. 
(Signed) VINCENT, 
RICHELIEU, 
. WELLINGTON, 
€, STUART, 
GOLTZ, 


POZZO DI BORGO. 


Stockholm. May 13.—A Royal Decree of the 
30th of April, ordains :— 

1. From the Ist of October, this year, all sale 
of prepared coffee in inns, hotels, coffee-houses, 
taverns and all the public places, at fairs and auc- 
tions, as well in the towns as’in the country, is 
prohibited undera penalty of 10 rix dollars for 
the buyer and seller. 

To prevent fraud, which might be occasioned 
by the use of what is called Swedish coffee, this 
and all others substitutes, which in look and taste 
rescmbles real coffec, are included in this prohi- 
bition. 

2. All use and sale of foreign wines, known 
by the names of Champagne, Burgundy, Canary, 
Malmsey, Sack, Cape or Tokay, as well as ail 
foreign liquors, spirits, brandy, cider and beer, 
are entirely prohibited, and to cease from the Ist 
of Januaiy, next year. 

Whoever after time shall be convicted of the 
forbidden use or sale of the above articles, shall 
pay sixteen 2-3d rix dollars,-so that the buyer 
and seller are each for himself to pay this penalty. 

The Russian Government has published in Fin- 
land that the Ordinance respecting the trade with 
Sweden is prolonged for three months from the 
7th of Aptil, and extended to Norway. 





INDIAN AFFAIRS. 
From the Milledveviile ( Geo.) Journal, of June 24. 
The annexed documents furnish authentic infor- 





mation rescepting the present state of our afuirs 








Ad 


with the Indians beiow—and also, the particulars 
of a late successful attack on two of their ma- 
rauding parties, bya small detachment of volun- 
teerx militia. The frequent irruptions of these 
savages into our territory for some months jback 
have excited very general aurm among the de- 
fenceless inhabitants of our southern frontier, 
many of whom have abandoned their homes and 
fled to the interior for safety. The Executive 
of Georgia, unwilling to rely any longer on the 
promised assistance ‘of the national government, 
which has"probably been delayed by. the peculiar 
situation of the War Department, has issued or- 
ders to general Floyd, requiring him to call into 
service, from any part of his Division, a suffi- 
cient force to ensure the protection of the frontier 
settlements exposed to danger, and the effectual 
chastisement of all future marauding parties of 
Indians. From the late insidious attempts of the 
Spanish government to stir up the western sava- 
ges against us, we have a right to attribute the 
persevering hostility, ofthe Florida Indians to some 
such improper interference. The Artillery‘com- 
any from Charleston, which was stated to have 
Feed stopped at the Creek Agency, has, we learn, 
descended Flint river, and arrived at Fort Scott. 
Extract of a communication from general Floyd, 
commanding the first division of Georgia militia, 
to the Executive of this s'ate, dated 
ST. MARYS’, JUNE 5. 
Your letter of the 29th April, affords ample 
proof of your prompt uttention to the unsettled 
and perilous situation of the southern frontier, 
bordering on the savages, and I yield cheerfully 
to both inclination and duty, in apprizing you of 
such occurrences in this quarter us may have a 
tendency to involve the interest and public wel- 
fare of the state. 
“ A copy of major Bailey’s report to me of the 
late affair with the Indians is forwarded to you. 
The misconduct of evil disposed persons on both 


gides has produced a state of things worse than - 


open war with our red neighbors, whigh requires 
a reciprocity of vigorous measitres for the resto- 
ration of order and tranquillity to the respective 
frontiers. 

“1 have just received information of a party 
of Indians having on. the 30th ult. entered the 
neighborhood, and in open day light took the 
cattle-from Rollinson’s pen. Such is the state of 
alarm, that many families have broken up.” 


Major Bailey's report to General Floyd. , 
- Camden county, 28th May. 

* I deem it expedient to inform you, that ‘on 
the 20th instant, I left rader’s Hill, accompanied 
by twenty-four volunteer’s, in pursuit of cattle 
lately driven off from this frontier by a party of 
Indians. We took their trail and followed it to 
where the Maccasooka path crosses the Suanna 
river. When about a mile from the river, on the 
22d, between seven and eight o’clock P. M. we 
saw the light of a fire which we made for, and 
found it to proceed from an Indian camp of from 
5 to 8men, who we had no doubt were a party 
fitted out to do mischief, and then on their way 
for the frontier settlements. We attacked them 
at 11 o’clock the same evening, killed one man 
and wo:.nded others, who were assisted off by 
their comrades. At this camp, we got three horses 
and two guns. Qn the morning of the 23d, we 
fell if with an Indian trail, which we followed a 
circuitous route bearing for the big-bend of St. 
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Mary’s—at 9 o’clock P. M. of the oe 
up with them at Camp on the watcie 4 
river, and attacked them at day break the 
morning, killed two, and wounded seven) 
There were twelve or fifteen in number 
we got two guns and sixteen horses, two ofy 
belong to our citizens. I am happy to state that 
not one of our party received any injury.” 

bia i dinnia 


Extract of a letter from the Agent for Indian - 
fairs, to the acting Governor of Lae state ta 
the 10th instant. : 
Last night a runner from low do it fi 

brought me a letter, containin the followige 

formation :—“ It seems a small pareeh of the 
sehee red ogke who reside on the Chatalig 
river, a tribe that has always been friendly to 
poverunent, and never one of them hay 
own to join the Red Stick party, were 

‘hunting excursion near the waters of St Mu 

river, when inthe night by moonlight, ap 

white people rushed upon them, killed one 
and wounded the other four badly—drové 
their horses, took their guns and every thing 















wounded men are now lying ve about six 
miles below here, not being able to psa 
chown Whi 


their town on Chatahochie. It is, not known wis. 
ther it was done by the white people that reside 
in the Spanish government, or in our own goven. 
ment.” ' . 
It is very desirable to ascertain whether the mis. 
chief has becn dove by the people of Georgia, o 
by those of East Florida. If by the latter, ret 
liation may be averted from our people bya ti 
ly representation of that fact to the Chiefs of 
Town to which the injured party belong. The 
Chiefs of the nation are to meet me’at Fort Hay. 
kins the first of next month, which will aff 
fair opportunity of making explanation, if in the 
mean time you can ascertain the aggressors. 
' "THF. FLORIDAS. 
[Translated for the Sav. Reprublican] 
CAPITULATION . siacGreter or reat i 

Brigadier General MacGregor, commander jj 
chief er all the forces, both pol and ; 
destined to effect the independence of the 
das, duly authorized by the constituted auth 
of the republics of Mexico, Buénos Ayres, 
Grenada and Venezuela, offers to Don Frai 
Morales, capitan del ‘regimienti de Cuba, 












mandant, civil and military, of the Island’ 
lia, the following terms : Maye hr 

1st. The commandant, civil and military, 
Francisco de Morales, shail forthwith surren 
the garrison of the Island, with all the armss 
n.:nitions of war belonging to the king 

2dly. All the officers and troops of the'ga 
shall surrender as prisoners of war, to be sent ty 
Augustine or to the Havanna, with their private 
baggage, which shall be respected. ¥ 

ly. The lives and property of all private per 

sons, whether friends or foes to the system.ofin 
dependence, shall be sacred and inviolate ; and 
those who do not chuse to join the standard ofit 
aopeieers, six — shall be ajlowed to sella 
otherwise dispose of their property. 

4thly. The general also offers to the inhabitant 
of Amelia, whether friends or foes, who have abseil 
ed themselves on account of the present ciromm 
stances, the privilege of returning to their home 
and enjoying the benefit of the third articled 


they could carry off from the Camp. © The fo | 
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» sanitulation, and passports will be freely granted 


oY wish to depart. 
Waa trcceding were agreed to between the 


cammangant Don Morales, and the secretary of, 
General } sig, 
Fernandina, < th June, 1817. 


Francisco Moratss, 
JoseruH DE YRIBARREN. 


RNARDO SEGIN. 
te el, GREGOR MacGREGOR. 


PROCLAMATION. ia ee 

regor cGregor, brigadier general, of the ar- 

on ot ihe United Provinces of New-Grenada 
“and Venezaela, and general-in-chief of the ar. 
mies for the two Floridas, commissioned by 

the Supreme Director of Mexico, South Ame- 


ica, &C- 
fe the Inhabitants of the Island of Amelia. _ 
Your brethren of Mexico, Buenos Ayres, New 


Gnd VeneZuela, who are so gloriously 
p dover in fighting for that inestimable gift 
which nature has bestowed upon her children, and 
which all civilized nations have endeavored to se- 
cure by social prapecte Seaton that all the 
sous of Columbia should Te Ee in that im- 
prescriptible right—have confided to me the com- 
mand of the land and naval forces. 
Peaceable Inhabitants of Amelia! do not appre- 
hend any danger or oppression from the troops 
which are now in possession of your Island, either 
for your persons, property or religion ; however 
various the climes in which they may have receiv- 
ed their birth, they are nevertheless your breth- 
ren and friends. ‘Their first object will be to pro- 
tect your rights; your property will be held 
sacred and inviolable ; and every thing done to 
promote your real interests, by co-operating 
with you in carrying into cffect the virtuous de- 
sires of our constituents ; thereby becoming the 
instruments for the commencement of a national 











emancipation. Unite your forces witn our’s until 
America shall be placed by her high destinies to 
that rank among the nations, that the Most High 
has appointed. A country by its extent and fer- 
tility offering the greatest sources of wealth and 


“a . 

The moment is important. Let it not esca 
without having commenced the great work of de- 
liveting Columbia from that tyranny which has 
béen exercised in all parts; and which to conti- 
mie its power, has kept the people in the most 
de ignorance, depriving them of the ad- 
vantages resulting from a free intercourse with 
other nations ; and of that prosperity which the 
arts and sciences produce when under the Ppro- 
tection of wholesome laws, which you will be ¢na- 


bled properly to appreciate, ouly when you Will’ 


have become a free people. 

You who, ill-advised, have abandoned your 
homes, whatever may be the place of your 
birth, your political or religious apinions, return 
without delay, and resume your wonted occUpa- 
tions. Deprecate the evil counsels your eneMies 
may disseminate among you. Listen to the voice 
of honor! to the promises of a sincere and dis. 
interested friend, and return to. the fulfilment of 
those duties, which nature has imposed upon you. 
He, who wiil not swear to maintain that indepen- 
dence which has been declared, will be allowed 
six months to settle his affairs, to sell or remove 
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Friends or, enemies of our present system of 
emancipation, whoever you be, what I say unto 
you is the langu of truth ; itis the only lan- 
guage becoming a man of honor, and as such I 
swear to adhere religiously to the tenor of this 
proclamation. 

Dated at head-quarters, Amelia Island, June 
30th, 1817. GREGOR MacGREGOR. 
JH. DE YRIBARREN, sec’ry. 


Grecor Mac Grecor, general of brigade to the 
armies of the United Provinces of New Gre- 
nada and Venezuela, and general in chief of, 
that destined to both the Floridas, with com- 
mission from the supreme government of Mex- 
ico and South America, &c. 
Soxpreus and Saizors! 
The 29th of June will be forever memorable in 
the annals of the independence of South Ame- 
rica. On that day, a body of brave men, animat~ 
ed by. noble zeal for the happiness of mankind, 
advanced within musket shot of the guns at Fer« 
nandina; and awed the enemy into immediate 
capitulation, notwithstanding his very favorable 
position. This will be an everlasting proof of 
what the sons of freedom can achieve, when 
fighting in a oy and glorious cause, against a 
government which has trampled on all the natu- 
ral and essential rights which descend from God 
to man. In the name of the independent Govern- 
ments of South America, which I’ have the 
honor to represent, I thank you for this first 
proof of your ardor and devotion to her cause ; 
and I trust that, impelled by the same noble prin! 
ciples, you will soon be able to free the whole of 
the Floridas fom tyranny and oppression. ‘Then 
shall I hope to lead you to the continent of South 
America to gather fresh laurels in freedom’s 
cause. Your names will be transmitted to the 
latest posterity asthe first who formed a solid 
basis for the emancipation of those delightful and 
fruitful regions, now in a geat part ning un- 
der the oppressive hand of Spanish despotism. 
The children of South America, will re-echo your 
names in their songs; your heroic deeds will be 
handed down to succeeding generations and will 
cover yourselves, and your latest posterity, witha 
never fading wreath of glory. The path of honor 
is now open before you. Let those who distin- 
guish themselves look forward with confidence 
to promotion and preferment. To perpetuate the 
memory of your valor I have decreed, and do 
decree, 2, sbicid of honor to. be worn on the left 
arm of every imdividual who has assisted or co- 
operated in the reduction of the island of Ame- 
lia; this shield will be round, of the diameter of 
four inches, made of red cloth, with this, device 
“Vencedores de Amalia, 29th of Junede 1817,7 y. 1,” 
surrounded by a wreath of laurel and oak leaves, 
embroidered in gold for the officers, in yellow silk 
for the men, The colors of the corps of national 
artillery, the first squadron of cavalry, and the 
regiment of Columbia, will have the same device 
embroidered on the right angle ofthe colors. 

Long live the conquerors of Amelia! ; 

Dated at head-quarters, San Fernan- 
dina, lst July, 1817, 7 & 1.. 
GREGOR Mac GREGOR. 
Ju. pe Yuisanren, secretary. 





PRESIDENT’S TOUR. ’. 





his property without fholestation and enjoy all the 
advuntages which the laws grant in snc cases, 


When our last number was prepared for wert, 
we had not received the address of the citizens 0 
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New-London to the President of the United 
States, nor an account of his reception in Newport 
and Bristol; desirous to preserve the chain as per- 
fect‘as possible, we now insert the New-London 
address and the President’s answer, and the pro- 
ceedings in brief at Newport and Bristol. 


ADDRESS, 
To the President of the United States. 


The mayor, aldermen, and common council of 
the city of New-London, in behalf of the corpo- 
ration, with high respect for his personal charac- 
ter, and great veneration for his exalted station, 
embrace the occasion to welcome the President 
of the United States, on bis safe arrival in this 
place. 

A visit from the chief magistrate of a nation, so 
respectable and important in the scale of political 
existence as the United States, to this portion of 
the Union, is an occurrence interesting to the 
patriot, and highly gratifying to the feelings’ of 
this community ; an occtrrrence which, as indi- 
viduals, we shall remember, and which the cor- 
poration will record. 

It affords us consolation, that your administra- 
tion has commenced zt a period favorable for im- 
provement; for the establishment of a national—of 
an American character; a period when the storms 
of war have passed, and days of peace commen- 
ced; when party spirit is assuaged, and a spirit 
of mutual charity and forbearance nationally pre- 
vails. 

That the President of the United States, in 
common with his fellow citizens, is enjoying that 
state of peace which his own agency and energy 
so essentially produced, is to us a source of pleas- 
ing refiection, and consideration. 

We trust that we may be indulged in the pleas- 
ing contemplation that we possess our habitations 
in safety—that our shores are free from alarms— 
and that the waters of our harbor are relieved 
from the presence of a’threatening and an hostile 
ficet. 

With great satisfaction we once more behold 
in the chief magistrate of the United States, a man 
who in his vouth had an agency in achieving with 
his sword, the independence, and establishing the 
pillars, of that government of which he is now the 
head, and which is the pride of America, and the 
wonder of the world. 

Fvoin the high stations you have held, and hon- 
ivably sustained: from the eminent services you 
have rendered our common country, you have the 

py essurance, underdiviae Providence, of an 

je ond prosperotts administration: and, 
at wider the auspices of your government, we 
hall he aunited and happy people. 

Nothing can give us more’ satisfaction than a 

sicleration of tne parental view and extensive 
vivey which the President is taking of the north- 
mm sectton of {hat country, which is happily unit- 

under a government of energy and freedom ; 
| of which, by the choice of a great and en- 
utened people, he is now the political head. 

Be pleased, sir, to accept our sincere wishes, 
hat your lite may be prolonged and happy ; that 

w administration may be prosperous and bless- 

|. That your journey may be pleasant, and that 
youumeay, in health and safety, be returned to the 
30m of your family, and all your endearing do- 


estic relations, with happiness and satisfaction. 
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ANSWER, 
TO THE MAYOR, ALDERMEN, AND coMMOx cov | 
| OF THE CITY OF NEW-LONDON. 
Fellow Fraps 

In making a tour through the e asl 
with a view to public cml New-Lenleg 
a strong claim to’ attention, and; in visit; 4 
have been much gratified by the very ene , 
ception which has been given to me. = 

Aware of the favorable circumstances under 
'which I have commenced the duties of the h; 
trust to which [have been appointed by my fel. 
low citizens, it will be my zealous endeavor to de. 
rive from them, in the administration of the 95 
ernment, all the advantage which they can affos) 
It is only by making adequate Preparation fo, 
war, now that we are blessed with 
we can hope to avert that calamity in fature it 
is only by a vigorous prosecution of war when i 
becomes inevitable, that its evils can be mift 
and an honorable peace be soon restored, 

In the pursuit of great national objects, it , 
equally the interest and the-duty of the whole’ 
American peopleto unite. Happy ina 
ment which secures to us the full enjoyment 
all our civil and religious rights, we have e 
inducement to unite in its support. With a 
union we have nothing to dread from forciga 
powers. 

For the kind interest which you take’ in my 
welfare, I beg you to accept of my warmest 
thanks, and to be assured of the sincerity with 
which I reciprocate it, in favor of the citizens of 
New-London and its vicinity. 

JAMES MONROE. 
NEWPORT. 

The President and suite arrived in this town 
on Saturday the 28th June. To attempt to de. 
scribe the gazing curiosity of all classes of thein. 
habitants would be only repeating what has been 
said of him in most of the other places where he 
has been enteriained—the same harmonious music, 
the ringing of bells and roaring of cannon, annow- 
ced to the neighboring country his arrival. On 
his landing he was received by the committee of 
arrangements composed of major general Gibly 
and suite, commodore Perry and several officers 
of the navy, colonel Towson and several other 
officers of the army, and a number of private gen. 
tlemen ; who, with a procession ‘of citizens and 
a military escort, conducted him to his lodg. 
ing’s : after which he visited Fort Woleatt and Fort 
Adams, and expressed his high approbation of 
them. On Sunday he attended public worship— 
On Saturday evening Forts Wolcott and Adams 
were brilliantly illuminated, and splendid emblem. 
atical transparencies were exhibited in honord 
the yisit of the President of the United Staces. 

On Monday mornmg he proceeded to Falk 
River, accompanied by his Exccllency Govertor 
Knight (who arrived in town on Saturday,) Major- 
General Gibbs, and the Committee of Arrange. 
ments—and from thence to Bristol, where he wa 
received with distinguished marks of repect 
He then proceeded to Providence in the _steam- 
boat Fire Fly, Captain Smith, and arrived aboit 
dark. 


: 


CHARLESTOWN, (.ASS.) 
In our last we left the President at the Amphi- 
theatre in this town, which we since learn was fill 
to overflowing, with a brilliant aad fashionable & 
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sembly, who allarose on hig entrance, and we. 
comed him by hearty cheers by one sex, and te 
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hankerchiefs by the other. At half 
nine, the President honored Mrs. H. Dear- 
ines large party with his company, and passed 
vening. 

fer the President had visited the Navy Yard, 
and Independence, under salutes from each, he 
was received, at the Navy Yard, by a battalion of 
cavalry under Licutenant Sweetser, and escorted 
to the square, where he was met by the Committee 
of Arrangements, and affectionately welcomed by 
the Chairman, in a short but eloquent-address. At 
this spot,an-arch, of composed evergreen, was 
erected atthe principal entrance. A profusion of 
roses, red and white, formed the centre, intermin- 
gled with green. A chain of twenty links, indi- 
cating the union of the States hung in two festoons 
from the centre to the sides. Upon the arch 
above was inscribed, “ The 15th June 1775,” the 
flay of the Battle of Bunker’s-Hill. 

He was then escorted up the Maine-street to 
Monument. Hill, where was paraded, for his 
review, the 5th Regiment of Infantry, a Regiment 
of Artillery, a Battalion of Cavalry, and six Com- 
panies of Light Infantry, the whole being a portion 
of the Ist Brigade, 5d Division, and under the 
command of Brigadier General Austin. 

After the review, the President was conducted 

- to the Marque, erected on the Heights of Bunker's 
Hill, where he alighted, and partook of a collation, 
provided for the occasion. While seated at the 
festive board, a number of the citizens of Charles- 
town were introduced to him, particularly Deacon 
Miller, Mr. Thompson, and some other aged in- 
habitants who fought in the memorable Battle of 
Bunker’s Hill. 

On leaving the Marque, the President expres. 
sed the high satisfaction he felt at the. military 
skill and fine appearance of the troops, and with 
the surrounding scene, that awakened in his 
breast the liveliest emotions of gratitude and plea- 
sure. 

From this place, he proeeeded, with his suite, 
accompanied by several Military and Naval gentle- 
men, up the Middlesex Canal as far as the delight- 
ful seat of the Honorable Peter C. Brooks; where 
he stopped for a few moments, and then returned 
to the mansion of his Excellency Goy. Bnooxs, 
where he dined. The invited guests, we under- 
stand, were Generals Swift, Commodore Perry, 
President Adams, Mr. Mason, Lt. Gov. Phillips, 
Dr. Osgood, President of Harvard University, 
Gen.. Miller, Commodore Baifbridge, Hon. Wil- 
li; Gray, Marshal Prince, Judge Tudor, Dr. 
Townsend, Hon, Mr. Otis, with many other dis- 
tinguished characters. 

The President returned to town about 6 o’clock, 
attended the Sacred Oratorio, at Chauncy Place 
Church, and afterwards, graced an elegant party, 
at the Honorable HH. G. Otis’s which was given by 
this public spirited gentleman, in honor of the 
visit of the chief magistrate of the United States. 

On the President’s visiting the Independence 
74, which was most beautifully decorated with 


waving of 








colors, displaying the flags of every nation in am- 
ity with America, he was honored by a national sa- 
lute, which was repeated on his leaving the ship. 
During this stay on board, he partook of a sumptu- 
ous collation, to which the Commodore had invited 
his staff, and many distinguished naval, : military 





and civil officers. 
During the President’s visit in this place, he | 
called on the widow Scott, formerly Madan ' 
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Hancock, and several other private individuals of 
distinction. 

Yesterday, after divine service in the afternoon, 
the President, Vice-President, . and members of 
the Boston Mechanic Association, were introduc- 
ed to the President of the United States, at his 
Drawing Room in the Exchange Coffee House. 

On the 4th inst. at an early hati, the President 
visited several places for the purpose. of examin- 
ing some-specimens of invention in the arts; and 
at 7 o’clock, rode to Brooklyn, where he break- 
fasted with Commodore Bainbridge. He then 
proceeded through Brighton and Watertown to 
Waltham, viewed the superb. Factories there, eal- 
led on the Hon. Mr. Gore at his beautiful seat ; 
then visited the Public Arsenal at Watertown, 
and returned about noon. On his return the Cin- 
cinnati of Massachusetts were presented:to him; 
when.col. Tudor Vice-President of the Society 
(the President, Gov. Brooks, being on other pub- 
lic duty) presented to him the following 

ADDRESS : ; 
TO JAMES MONROE, PRESIDENT OF THE VU. 6. 

Sir—Whilst meeting you as one. of our most 
distinguished brothers, permit us especially to 
thank you for furnishing an apportunity of salut 
ing another. chief magistrate of. the United 
States taken from our ranks ; and to offer you all 
the assurances of respect and affection which it 
becomes a society like ours to present, and which 
we pray you to accept as flowing from hearts first 
united by the powerful sympathies of common toils 
and dangers. 

Although time is fast reducing our original as- 
sociates, we trust that whilst one remains, he will 
never desert the standard of freedom and his coun- 
try, or our sons forget the sacred duties their sires 
had sworn to discharge. We fought to obtain se- 
curity, self governmentand politital happiness, 
and the man who can appreve both the principles, 
and the means, can never be indifferent to the so-~ 
cial designs which _ such warfare contemplated ; 
for among those purposes were included the re- 
storation of good humor, good mauners, good 
neighborhood, pelitical integrity, with a spirit of 
mild and manly patrioism. 

We conrratulate you as the highest representa: 
tive of our beloved country, that party animosity 
has, on all sides, so far subsided before the day 
star of sound national policy: and we look witis 
confiderce to a wise and liberal administration of 
the presidency to produce its termination. 

And now, sir, in bidding you a long farewell, 
for, from our lessening numbers, such another oc- 
casion can scarcely again occur, we join our best 
wishes, that when you shall seck a retreat from the 
honorable fatigues of public energies, in which so 
large a portion of- your life has been employed, 
that your retirement may be accompanied by 
the applause of the wise, and the concurrent bles- 
sings of a prosperous and-united republican em- 
pire. JOHUN BROOKS. 

a Sara ro 
EDITOR’S CABINET. 

Latest News. —We have London dates down to 
the last of May. It was the intention of the Bri- 
tish ministry to continue the suspension of the 
habeas corpus act, aliliough the public sentiment * 
was decidediy against such. continuance: the 
voice of the Londoners in particular was oppesed- 
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to it. Sir Francis Burdett’s motion for a commit- 
tee to inquire into the necessity of parliamentary 
reform had been negatived by a large majority. — 
The speaker of the house of commons, who has 
occupied that situation for fifteen years, was about 
to resign ; and it és said that he will be succeeded 
by a son of the archbishop of Canterbury. Crops 
looked well in Great Britain ; trade had some- 
what revived; and the want of employment, which 
has been the great cause of discontent, was gra- 
dually removing. The Catholic question had been 
put to rest in parliament. A squadron of ships 
of war was fitting out in England for South Ame- 
rica ; and the allied powers, as will be found by a 
document inserted in this number of the Register, 
had interposed between Spain and Portu,al, in 
consequenée of the occupancy of Monte Video 
by the.latter. Lucien Bonaparte has become:an 
object of suspicion and persecution to the cnemies 
of his brother, and it seems to be intended to re- 
move him from Rome to the interior of the Euro- 
pean continent. The corsairs of Barbary had 
made their appearance in the English channel, 
and captured some vessels belonging to the Hanse 
‘Towns, in sight of the English coast. One of 
those marauders had been taken by a British 
cutter. The fact of their appearance in that 
quarter is quite novel. In France all seemed to 
he quiet, with the exception of occasional arrests 
for treason. Several newspaper editors had been 
silenced in the Netherlands, and were compelled 
to relinquish their respective publications, In 
Spain, the revolt of General. Lacy in Catalonia 
vccupied the principal attention. That officer is 
represented to be so popular with the Catalans 
that Ferdinand. and his minjstry are afraid to pun- 

~ish him. We have heard nothing further from 
the Spanish provinces in South America since Bo- 
livar retreated to Oronoco. It appears now cer- 
tain, by accounts from Savannah, that Sir Gregor 
M‘Gregor, with his followers, have taken posses- 
sion of Amelia Island... The Portuguese royal 
forces have taken Pernambuco from the revolu- 
tionists, whose army .retired into the interior — 
Don Jose Martins, the chief revolutionary leader 
in that province, is said to havé been made cap- 
tive, and it is thought will be hung or shot — 
Some others of the lea:‘ng patriots at Pernambu- 
co have destroyed themselves. J.Q. Adams, esq. 
was to embark from Englard for the United States 
in the first of June. ; 


Presidential Tour—The président has passed 
through Salem, on his way to Portsmouth and 


Portland.. The Yankee Doodles keep up the 
style of their first reception of him, and continue 
their cavalry escorts. Among other things, we 
observe that it is advertised to get up “ Monroe’s 


‘ 


THE NATIONAL REGISTER. 








(No. 3. Vou, py, 
Grand March” at New-York in an « imperial 
manner. The Richmond Enquirer very signif. 
cantly exclaims, in relation to these extra ‘ 

“A little civet, good apothecary !” We shall not 
fail to trace the president through his whole tour 


The American Drama.—Under this head, in our 
last number, we did not advert to the Theatre x 
New-Orleans. The manners of that city ave radi. 
cally and predominantly Freuch; and the 
there, of course, has been instituted upon the 
French model. Dramatic entertainments appear 
to be frequent; but we have not observed, either 
by puff or criticism, that the stage is graced iq 
that quarter by any eminent actor. We be 
oblived te the New-Orlcans editors if they Woult 
furnish us with a sketch of the origin, ro 
and present condition, of ticir dramatic establish, 
ments. / 

Some time ago we were informed that Mr, Iy. 
cLepoy, the celebrated singer of the London The. 
atres, had been engaged to come to the United 
States: but-that report has died away, or, at least, 
we have heard nothing certain as to the gentle. 
man’s embarkation or arrival. 

It is now said that Mr. Keay, the principal and 
most fashionable British actor of the day, is about to 
engage with Mr. ifolman, to perforg in this coun. 
(ry; at the modest price of ten thousand pounds 
sterling, or forty-four thousand dollars, per sn. 
num. Mr. Kean would seem himself to be alittle 
staggered at the largeness of this sum ; for we are , 
told by the London prints that he demands secuvi- 
ty for the payment of it¢nto the lands of a Bunker 
in London. In ‘that particular we think he ‘is 
right; for, fond as some of our countrymen may be 
of rare-shows, rope dancers, and learned pigs, and 
superior as Mr. Kean may be, and perhaps is, in 
the line of his profession, we do not think that Mr. 
Holman could levy forty-four thousand dollars 
year on the American public by exhibiting Mr. 
Kean, and make in additjon any profit for himself. 
if Mr. Kean should come among’ us in the ordiualy 
way of actors, and confide in the known taste and 
liberality of the American community, we should 
be glad to sce him; and he would no doubtdind 
great advantage in a trip to the United States. : 

It will not, we presume, Be considered irrele- 
vant to the title of this article to state, that our 
young countryman, Joun Howanp Payne, was, at 
the last dates, in London, whither he went, toim- 
prove himself, during the late war, and whence 
we wish his speedy return! ‘The famous Taum, 
formerly teacher of heroic gesture and sction to 
Napoleon, was also in London, and had been intro- 
duced by Mr. Payne to the principal managers of 
the English stage. Talma is the first perfosmep 
of the Parisian “Fheatres. 





